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against Martin Luther; and the bull for it bears .date quinto idus, October 1521. It was afterwards confirmed by Clement VII.
DEGREES in the Universities denote a quality conferred on the students or members thereof, as a testimony of their proficiency in the arts and sciences, and entitling them to certain privileges.
DEGRADATION is an ecclesiastical censure, whereby a clergyman is deprived of his holy orders which formerly he had, as of priest or deacon. God. Rep. 309.
4. By Can. 122. Sentence against a minister, of deposition from the ministry, shall be pronounced by the Bishop only, with the assistance of his chancellor and dean, (if they may conveniently be had,) and some of the prebendaries, if the court be kept near the Cathedral Church; or of the Archdeacon, if he may be had conveniently, and two other at least grave ministers and preachers to be called by the Bishop, when the court is kept in other places.
DEISTS, those who deny the existence and necessity of any Revelation, and profess to acknowledge that the being of a GOD is the chief article of their belief. The term Deist is derived from the Latin word Deus, GOD. The same persons are frequently called Infidels, on account of their incredulity, or want of belief in the Christian dispensation of religion.
DELEGATES. The court of "delegates is so called because these delegates are appointed by the king's commission under his great seal, and issuing out of Chancery, to represent his royal person, and hear all appeals in three causes: 1. When a sentence is given in any ecclesiastical cause by the Archbishop or his official. 2. When any sentence is given in any ecclesiastical cause, in places exempt. 3. When a sentence is given in the Admiralty court, in suits civil or marine, by the order of the civil law. DEMONIACS. Persons possessed of the Devil. For the cure of such persons there were peculiar services in the primitive Church. They are now all of them treated as lunatics.
DEPRIVATION is an ecclesiastical censure, whereby a clergyman is deprived of his parsonage, vicarage, or other spiritual promotion or dignity. Deg. p. L c. 9.